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Proud past prepares Journalism for next 100 years
When Walter Williams established the world’s fi rst 
school of journalism in 1908, he revolutionized 
journalism as the world knew it, transforming it from 
a craft to a profession based in formal education.

Today, as the 
Missouri School of 
Journalism prepares to 
celebrate its centennial 
anniversary, the 
professional standards 
Williams established 
still exist, but almost 
everything else about 
the way journalists 
deliver news and 
advertising has changed. 

“This is the most 
exciting time ever for 
journalists, because 
the public appetite 
for information has 
never been greater,” says Mike Wheeler, BJ ’71. “It’s 
also the most challenging time for the profession.”

Wheeler, of Darien, Conn., is a partner in 
Westerly Partners, a private equity group that invests 
in new media technology applications. He began his 
career at MU as a student in broadcast journalism. 

“While I was a student, we saw the birth of 
cable, and the public went from having three 
networks to choose from to 500 cable networks,” 
he says. “With the Internet, that’s exactly 
what’s happening now to traditional journalism 
outlets, but on a much broader scale.”

Wheeler, who has held top positions at CNBC/Dow 
Jones Business Video, the Financial News Network 
and MTV, says that to stay relevant, newspapers have 
focused their attention on the Web, adding video, 

blogs and interactive 
experiences. Television 
stations scramble 
to compete with 
free, user-generated 
content on sites such as 
YouTube. Consumers 
turn to social networks 
such as Myspace 
and Facebook for 
everything from movie 
recommendations 
to local events.

“This is just the 
beginning,” Wheeler 
says. “I predict 
journalism will change 

more in the next 10 years than it has in the past 100.”
One thing that won’t change, Wheeler 

says, is the importance of solid reporting and 
writing skills, which still form the foundation 
of the School of Journalism’s curriculum. 

“The ability to tell a story in a compelling 
way will transcend the media used to deliver 
it,” Wheeler says. “We can invent new formats, 
but good stories will always rise to the top.”

To learn more about the School of Journalism’s 
centennial celebration Sept. 10–12, 2008, visit 
http://journalism.missouri.edu/2008.

Robert J. Trulaske Sr., BS BA ’40, LHD ’02, was a 
savvy businessman, a World War II combat pilot, a 
lover of the outdoors and, when it came to his alma 
mater, a grateful philanthropist. Through a series 
of generous gifts, Trulaske and his wife, Geraldine, 
supported students and faculty in the College of Busi-
ness, which he credited for his professional success.

Robert Trulaske, who began his career at Procter & 
Gamble and went 
on to start and run 
a successful food-
service manufac-
turing business, 
passed away in 
2004. Since then, 
Geraldine has 
continued her 
husband’s legacy 
of generosity. In 
recognition of 
the Trulaskes’ 
past support and 

most recent gift, Don Walsworth, 
BS Ed ’57, chair of the University 
of Missouri Board of Curators an-
nounced in October that the college 
would be named the Robert J. 
Trulaske, Sr. College of Business. 

The gift helped the college surpass 
its $70 million goal for the For All We 
Call Mizzou campaign and will help 

advance the priorities of the college’s strategic plan. 
“Mom’s gift refl ects the deep appreciation she and 

Dad had for the University,” said the Trulaskes’ son, 
Rob Trulaske, BA ’71, at the gift announcement.

The Trulaskes’ previous giving included six endowed 
faculty positions in the college, endowed scholarships 
for students in business and across campus and an en-
dowment for a scholarships coordinator in the college.

As of Nov. 30, 2007, the Trulaske College
of Business had raised more than $73 million in
campaign gifts.

To see more photos and a video of the event,
visit business.missouri.edu/naming.

Nimali Siriwardana, a freshman 
from Jefferson City, Mo., 
applied to universities in 
Missouri and out of state, and 
she received several scholarship 
offers. But, one stood out 
among the rest. Siriwardana 
is the 2007–08 recipient of 
the University of Missouri’s 
Chancellor’s Scholarship, a 

four-year, full-ride 
scholarship.

“That 
defi nitely helped 
me make my 
decision,” she 
says. “And, I just 
felt like I could 
do more at a 
bigger research 
university 

like MU.”
Siriwardana, 

a biology student 
who is considering 
medical school, 
was one of more 
than 500 students 
who applied for 
Mizzou Scholar 

awards, $10,000 
scholarships awarded to 

high-ability students 
and offered for the 
fi rst time in 2007.

Of about 
50 fi nalists for 

the Mizzou Scholar award, 
Siriwardana was selected 
to receive the full-ride 
Chancellor’s Scholarship, 
designed to attract the state’s 
brightest students to MU.

“Without this scholarship, 
I would have had to look for 
a job to help pay for school,” 
Siriwardana says. “This will 
make a huge difference for me.”

Full-ride scholarship 
attracted standout 
biology student

As of Dec. 31, 2007

Raised: $889.43 million

Goal: $1 billion

For All We Call Mizzou
Campaign Goal

David Smith, right, discusses his story with senior Ted Arthur in an 
editing bay in the KOMU-TV newsroom.

Geraldine Trulaske and family members 
applaud at the October announcement 
of the naming of the Robert J. Trulaske, 
Sr. College of Business in honor of her 
husband. In 2002, MU awarded him an 
honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters for 
his outstanding achievements in business.

A new name in business

Robert J. Trulaske

Nimali
Siriwardana
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Athletic update

As the cost of higher education continues 
to rise, more students are turning to 
government and private loans to help 
pay for school. These loans help make 
a college education accessible, but 
they often come with a 
downside: unmanageable 
debt after graduation.

“Add student loans to 
the credit card debt they’re 
racking up, and this next 
generation is going to have so 
much debt, they won’t be able 
to buy anything, never mind 
saving for retirement,” says 
Sari Haenisch, BS HE ’52.

A graduate of the textile 
and apparel management 
program, Haenisch once 
owned a successful tourism 
business in Kansas City, Mo. 
Recently, when she decided 
she’d like to give back to the 
University, she chose to direct her gift to the 
personal fi nancial planning department in the 
College of Human Environmental Sciences.

Through workshops in classrooms and 
residence halls, students in the department 
help their fellow students learn to manage 
their money and their accumulating debt. The 
department also offers free tax preparation 
assistance to students and Missouri residents 
through a statewide outreach program called 
the MoTax Education Initiative and the 
department’s Offi ce for Financial Success, 
a counseling center in Stanley Hall. 

Rob Weagley, chair of the department, 

says from 2001 to 2006, the department 
helped fi le tax returns for 9,179 individuals 
at 31 sites across the state. Their efforts 
generated more than $9.1 million in 
refunds, which translates to nearly $23 

million in economic impact for the state.
Mark Oleson, director of the Offi ce 

for Financial Success, has been cited in 
news stories about fi nancial planning 
and student debt across the country 
and also e-mails a weekly fi nancial tip 
to more than 45,000 subscribers.

“When it comes to student loans, 
planning is key,” Oleson says. “Students 
need to know the average starting salary 
of the jobs they’ll be entering and develop 
a realistic plan to pay down their debt.”

For Oleson’s fi nancial tip of the week, 
visit his blog at fi nancialtip.blogspot.com. 

Dealing with debt A football season to remember
The Tiger football team celebrated its historic 
2007 season with a 12-2 record after claiming 
a commanding Mizzou 38, Arkansas 7 victory 
over the Arkansas Razorbacks in the Jan. 1, 
2008, AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic. The season 
was full of fi rsts, including MU’s fi rst time 
playing for the Big-12 championship and its 
fi rst season with 11 wins. The highlight of 
the season was a memorable 36-28 victory 
over KU at a sold-out Arrowhead Stadium 
Nov. 24, the latest face-off in what The Wall 

Street Journal called “the oldest major college 
rivalry west of the Mississippi.” The win sent 
MU to a No. 1 BCS ranking and was a high 
point in an outstanding season for quarterback 
Chase Daniel of Southlake, Texas, who fi nished 
in fourth place for the 2007 Heisman Trophy, 
the second-highest fi nish ever by an MU Tiger.  

Daniel and four other Tigers were also 
named to the Associated Press All-America 
Team. Of the fi ve, standout players Jeremy 
Maclin, freshman wide receiver from Kirkwood, 
Mo., and senior tight end Martin Rucker, of 
St. Joseph, Mo., also earned Consensus All-
America honors. This is the fi rst time two Tigers 
have earned this distinction in the same season.

Volleyball seniors set record
The MU volleyball team ended its season with a 
17-13 record after an epic fi ve-game match against 
the nationally ranked Washington Huskies in 
the fi rst round of the 2007 NCAA Tournament 
in Seattle. The team is the second team in 
tournament history to force a seeded team to fi ve 
games in the fi rst round. Senior Tatum Ailes of 
Belleview, Neb., capped off her collegiate career 
by tying Big 12 and MU single-match records 
with 39 digs in the game, setting a new record 
for a Tiger in an NCAA tournament. Senior Na 
Yang of Shan Dong, China, set a single-season 
kills record for MU with 522 for the season.

Freshman scores top goals
Freshman Tiger soccer player Alysha Bonnick 
of North Gower, Ontario, earned Big 12 Rookie 
of the Year honors in November. She is the fi rst 

Tiger soccer 
player to 
receive the 
honor. Bonnick 
fi nished the 
season with 11 
goals and 10 
assists, both 
record-setting 
achievements 
for a Mizzou 

freshman. Bonnick helped take the Tiger 
soccer team to its third NCAA championship, 
where the team advanced to the second round 
for the second time in program history.
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Although many people have never heard 
of it, spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) 
is the leading genetic cause of death 
among infants. The neurodegenerative 
disease does not discriminate; it 
affects all ethnic groups and occurs in 
approximately one in 6,000 live births. 

“It’s a remarkably common ‘rare’ disease,” 
says Chris Lorson, 
associate professor 
of veterinary 
pathobiology. “Most 
kids who develop 
the disease live 
two to fi ve years. 
Treatments have 
been developed 
to extend that 
lifespan, but there 
is still no cure.”

Lorson, 
PhD ’97, a 
researcher in the 
Christopher S. Bond 
Life Sciences Center, 
is leading the national effort to change that. 
With joint appointments in the College 
of Veterinary Medicine and the School of 
Medicine, Lorson has been collaborating 
with researchers on campus and across the 
country to learn more about what causes the 
disease and what can be done to stop it. 

“The genetics are very clear,” Lorson 
says. “A single gene is responsible for all 

clinical forms of the disease, and about 
1 in 35 people carries the gene.”

When it functions normally, this 
particular gene, known as survival motor 
neuron 1 (SMN1) creates a protein necessary 
for motor neuron activity. Children born 
with a defective SMN1 gene suffer from 
neurodegeneration, which leads to severe 

muscle weakness and 
diffi culty crawling, 
walking, controlling 
their head and neck, 
swallowing and 
even breathing. 

Lorson, who is 
also scientifi c director 
for the nonprofi t 
organization Fight 
SMA, says his 
team is working 
on a multifaceted 
approach that 
includes drug 
development, 
supportive care and a 

gene therapy program to replace the defective 
gene. Their work could offer insights into 
treating other diseases such as Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s and muscular dystrophy.

“SMA represents an outstanding platform 
for modeling neurodegenerative disorders,” 
Lorson says. “It is truly an exciting time to 
be working in this area. Obtaining funding, 
however, has become a full-time job.”

Leading the fi ght against a killer of infants

The Offi ce for Financial Success helps students manage debt and other 
money issues. In 2007, the Association of Financial Counseling and 
Planning Educators named it Financial Counseling Center of the Year.

Chris Lorson fi ghts spinal muscular atrophy in and out 
of the lab. He’s been working with the U.S. Congress 
to enhance federal support for SMA research.

QB Daniel’s leadership earned him a Heisman nomination.

Alysha Bonnick had a record-breaking 
season as a freshman.
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Upcoming events
Jefferson Club Regional Dinners
Feb. 9    Palm Springs, Calif.
Feb. 23  Naples, Fla.
Feb. 28  Dallas-Fort Worth

Jefferson Club Annual Dinner
May 10   Columbia

For All We Call Mizzou Dinners
Feb. 24   St. Petersburg, Fla. 
April 13   Washington, D.C.

For the latest news and events 
on the For All We Call Mizzou 

campaign visit:
formizzou.missouri.edu

For the love of Tiger basketball
Photos by Susan Pfanmuller

Chancellor Brady Deaton thanks Beth McCarter, 
BA ’84, and her husband, Dudley McCarter, JD ’75, 
Creve Coeur, Mo., for helping plan the Nov. 8, 2007, 
Jefferson Club Regional Dinner at Greenbriar Hills 
Country Club in Kirkwood, Mo. The couple served 
as co-chairs of the dinner planning committee with 
Roger Steinbecker, BS BA ’64, MA ’65, and his wife, 
Peggy Steinbecker.

Mardel Lillard, BS Ed ’52, 
and her husband, David 
Lillard, BS CiE ’52, 
Prairie Village, Kan., 
talk with Doris Whitton, 
Ed ’53, Kansas City, at 
the reception preceding 
the dinner at the Carriage 
Club in Kansas City. David 
Lillard serves on the 
For All We Call Mizzou 
National Campaign 
Steering Committee. 

Michael Atchison, BA ’90, JD ‘93, signs copies of True Sons, a Century of Missouri 
Tigers Basketball at the Jefferson Club Regional Dinner in Kansas City Oct. 9, 2007. As 
the dinner’s featured speaker, Atchison delighted the 240 guests with inside stories of 
Tiger hoops. The book is for sale through the Mizzou Alumni Association, 800-372-6822 
or www.mizzou.com.

Roger Wehrli, BS Ed ’70, 
St. Charles, Mo., receives a 
standing ovation for his induction 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
Wehrli played for the St. Louis 
Cardinals for 14 years. He was 
one of three MU alumni inducted 
into a sports hall of fame in 2007. 
All three spoke at the dinner. 
The others were Norm Stewart, 
BS Ed ’56, MS Ed ’60, who now 
belongs to the National Collegiate 
Basketball Hall of Fame, and St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch sports reporter 
Rick Hummel, BJ ’68, who earned 
a spot in the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Coach Norm Stewart, BS Ed ’56, MS Ed ’60, Columbia, and former Missouri Sen. 
Phil Snowden, BA ’61, JD ’64, who played football and basketball for Mizzou, were 
among 15 former Tiger basketball players who attended. Snowden and his wife, 
Jane Snowden, BS Ed ’63, left, enjoyed visiting with Jefferson Club members at the 
reception.

Tribute to trio of Hall of Famers
Photos by Benjamin Reed

Stripe cycle

When former Whirlpool employee Jude Yahn, 
BS ME ’89, heard about his company’s Bling 
My Washer design competition in honor of its 
acquisition of Maytag, he knew exactly what he’d 
do. He combined his artistic skills and his love for 
his alma mater. “I made my washer look like a 
tiger, because I love the MU Tigers,” he says. 
 Yahn, an engineering manager at Tulsa Winch 
Inc. in Jenks, Okla., used paint and glass tiles to 
transform an ordinary washing machine shell into 
a Mizzou Tiger. He used black electrical tape for 
the stripes and bread ties for the whiskers. After 
20 hours of customization, his work won second 
place in the Bling My Washer competition.
 Yahn then donated the washing machine 
to the College of Engineering, where it has 
been on display outside of the dean’s offi ce in 
Lafferre Hall. If you’re interested in owning the 
Tiger machine, you can place a bid on eBay from 
Jan. 18 through Jan. 27. Go to www.ebay.com 
and search for “Mizzou Tiger Washer.” Funds will 
benefi t MU College of Engineering students.
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